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TITLE 40—PUBLIC BUILDINGS, PROPERTY, AND WORKS 

Chap. Sec. 

1. Public Buildings, Grounds, Parks, 
and Wharves in District of Co-
lumbia ................................................. 1 

2. Capitol Building and Grounds ........ 161 
2A. National Archives [Transferred or 

Repealed] ........................................... 231 
3. Public Buildings and Works Gener-

ally ....................................................... 251 
4. The Public Property ........................... 301 
5. Hours of Labor and Safety on Pub-

lic Works ............................................ 321 
6. Acquisition of Sites for and Con-

struction of Public Buildings ....... 341 
7. Acquisition of Land in District of 

Columbia for Use of United 
States by Condemnation Pro-
ceedings [Repealed] ........................ 361 

8. Emergency Public Works and Con-
struction Projects ............................ 401 

9. Non-Federal Public Works ................ 451 
10. Management and Disposal of Gov-

ernment Property ............................ 471 
11. Real Property Transactions by 

Military Departments [Repealed] 551 
12. Construction, Alteration, and Ac-

quisition of Public Buildings ........ 601 
13. National Capital Transportation 

Program [Repealed or Omitted] .. 651 
14. Safety Standards for Motor Vehi-

cles ....................................................... 701 
15. Government Losses in Shipment .... 721 
16. General Services Administration .... 751 
17. Alaska Communications Disposal ... 771 
17A. Alaska Federal-Civilian Energy Ef-

ficiency Swap .................................... 795 
18. National Visitor Center Facilities; 

Union Station Redevelopment; 
Capitol Guide Service .................... 801 

19. Capitol and White House-Pennsyl-
vania Avenue Development .......... 871 

20. Federal Motor Vehicle Expenditure 
Control ............................................... 901 

21. National Capital Memorials and 
Commemorative Works .................. 1001 

22. Federal Triangle Development ........ 1101 
23. Judiciary Office Building Develop-

ment .................................................... 1201 
24. National Capital Area Interest Ar-

bitration Standards ........................ 1301 
25. Information Technology Manage-

ment .................................................... 1401 

CHAPTER 1—PUBLIC BUILDINGS, GROUNDS, 
PARKS, AND WHARVES IN DISTRICT OF 
COLUMBIA 

Sec. 

1 to 13. Repealed or Omitted. 

Sec. 

13a. United States Supreme Court Building. 
(a) Structural and mechanical care; care 

and maintenance of grounds; direc-

tion of operations, maintenance and 

repairs; contract authority. 
(b) Heating and air-conditioning refrig-

eration expenses; deposits in Treas-

ury of advancements to credit of 

Capitol Power Plant; electrical en-

ergy purchases. 
13b. Structural, mechanical, and grounds employ-

ees; Supreme Court Building and grounds. 
13c. Domestic care and custody; superintendent; 

Supreme Court Building. 
13d. Repealed. 
13e. Care and maintenance of Oliver Wendell 

Holmes Garden. 
13f. Supreme Court Building and grounds; polic-

ing; designation of members of the Supreme 

Court Police. 
13g. Restriction of public travel; Supreme Court 

grounds. 

13h. Sale of articles; signs; solicitation; Supreme 

Court Building and grounds. 

13i. Injuries to property; Supreme Court Building 

and grounds. 

13j. Firearms or fireworks; speeches; objection-

able language; Supreme Court Building and 

grounds. 

13k. Parades or assemblages; display of flags; Su-

preme Court Building and grounds. 

13l. Rules and regulations; posting in public 

place; availability to public. 

13m. Penalties; Supreme Court Building and 

grounds. 

13n. Policing authority. 

(a) Authority of Marshal of the Supreme 

Court and Supreme Court Police. 

(b) Authority of Metropolitan police 

force of the District of Columbia. 

(c) Termination of authority; reporting 

requirements; duties with respect to 

an official guest of Supreme Court. 

(d) Definitions. 

13o. Suspension of prohibitions against use of Su-

preme Court grounds. 

13p. Area of Supreme Court grounds. 

14 to 18a. Repealed. 

19. Supervision of public buildings and grounds 

in District of Columbia not otherwise pro-

vided for by law; eviction of trespassers. 

20 to 22. Repealed or Omitted. 

22a. Heat for Corcoran Gallery of Art. 

22b. Heat for Board of Governors of the Federal 

Reserve System. 

22c. Rates for heat for non-Federal public build-

ings. 

23 to 30a. Repealed or Omitted. 

31. Use of public buildings for public ceremonies. 

32 to 33a. Repealed or Omitted. 

34. Rent of buildings in District of Columbia; 

contracts not to be made until appropria-

tion. 

35. Rent of other buildings. 
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Sec. 

36 to 41. Repealed, Omitted, or Transferred. 
42. Rooms and accommodations for Office of Per-

sonnel Management. 
43. Advertisements and sales in or around Wash-

ington Monument. 
44. Repealed. 
45. Chief of Engineers; charge of Washington Aq-

ueduct and other public works. 
46. Compensation of Chief of Engineers. 
47. Apartments of Chief of Engineers. 
48. Obedience to President by Chief of Engineers. 
49. Record of property by Chief of Engineers. 
50. Reports by Chief of Engineers. 
51. Authority of Chief of Engineers. 
52. Appeal to Secretary of the Army by Chief of 

Engineers. 
53. Repealed. 
53a. MacArthur Boulevard; jurisdiction and con-

trol. 
54. Moneys for public works; expenditure. 
55. Mains or pipes; laying for use of public build-

ings. 
56. Unauthorized opening. 
57 to 60. Omitted or Repealed. 
60a. Reservation of parking spaces for Members of 

Congress. 
61 to 63. Omitted. 
64. Jurisdiction over portion of B Street. 
65. Omitted. 
66. Improper appropriation of streets. 
67. Omitted. 
68. Buildings on reservations, parks, or public 

grounds. 
69, 70. Omitted. 
71. Physical development of National Capital. 

(a) General purposes; findings. 
(b) Definitions. 

71a. Federal and District planning agencies in Na-

tional Capital. 
(a)(1) National Capital Planning Commis-

sion; creation; central Federal agen-

cy; functions; excepted functions. 
(2) Mayor of District of Columbia; cen-

tral local agency; functions; ex-

cepted functions; comprehensive 

plan for District: procedures for cit-

izen participation and consultations 

with non-Federal agencies. 
(3) Comprehensive plan for District; 

functions of Mayor and Council re-

specting impact on Federal Estab-

lishment. 
(4) Certifications; incorporation and im-

plementation; Council’s action; 

joint publication of Federal activi-

ties elements and District elements; 

time limitation extension, author-

ity of Council; joint establishment 

of procedures for consultations 

throughout planning process. 
(b) National Capital Planning Commis-

sion; official members; citizen mem-

bers: qualifications, terms of office, 

vacancies, compensation. 
(c) Chairman; officers; Director and 

other personnel; employment of 

city planners, architects, etc.; com-

pensation. 
(d) Advisory and coordinating commit-

tees; participation by representa-

tives of planning and developmental 

agencies. 
(e) General scope of functions. 

71b. Omitted. 
71c. Comprehensive plan for the National Capital. 

(a) Preparation and adoption by Commis-

sion. 
(b), (c) Repealed. 
(d) Progressive adoption, amendment, or 

review. 

Sec. 

(e) Consultation with interested agen-

cies; hearings; citizen advisory 

councils. 
71d. Proposed Federal and District developments 

and projects. 

(a) Consultations between agencies and 

Commission; procedure. 

(b) Exceptions to consultation procedure. 

(c) Approval of District Government 

buildings within central area; time 

for transmittal of approval or dis-

approval of such buildings. 

(d) Additional procedure for consultation 

on developments and projects with-

in environs. 

(e) Intent of section; interchange of 

plans, data, etc. 

71e. Repealed. 

71f. Capital improvements. 

(a) Six-year program of public works; 

recommendations and annual re-

view; submission of advance pro-

grams. 

(b) Submission of multiyear capital im-

provement plan. 

71g. Zoning regulations and maps, and subdivision 

of lands. 

(a) Amendments of zoning regulations 

and maps. 

(b) Further reports on proposed amend-

ments. 

(c) Performance of functions by Zoning 

Committee of National Capital 

Planning Commission. 

(d) Recommendations as to platting and 

subdividing lands; procedure. 

71h. Transfer of functions to Commission. 

71i. Authorization of appropriations to carry out 

sections 71 to 71i. 

72. Acquisition of land by Commission. 

72a. Acquisition of land by Commission subject to 

limited rights reserved to grantor; acquisi-

tion of limited permanent rights in land ad-

joining park property. 

72b. Lease of lands acquired for park, parkway, or 

playground purposes. 

72c. Power to sell lands. 

72d. Expenses of land sales. 

72e. Execution of deeds to lands. 

73. Authorization of appropriations for expenses, 

and acquisition of lands by Commission; as-

signment of playground areas; control of 

lands outside District. 

74. Annual reports of Commission to Congress; 

estimates for Office of Management and 

Budget. 

74a. Sale by the Secretary of the Interior of lands 

no longer needed for public purposes. 

74b. Sale to highest bidder; rights of abutting 

owner. 

74c. Expenses of sale; disposition of proceeds. 

75 to 78. Omitted or Repealed. 

79. Transfers of jurisdiction between Director of 

National Park Service and Mayor of Dis-

trict of Columbia. 

80, 81. Omitted. 

82. Public spaces resulting from filling of canals 

under jurisdiction of Director. 

83 to 88. Omitted. 

89. Potomac Park; temporary occupancy by De-

partment of Agriculture. 

90 to 99. Omitted or Repealed. 

100. Part of Washington Aqueduct for playground 

purposes. 

101. Laws of District extended to public buildings 

and grounds. 

102. Ailanthus trees prohibited. 

103. Trees, shrubs, and plants, in greenhouses and 

nursery. 
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Sec. 

104. Commission of Fine Arts. 
105. Secretary and executive officer. 
106. Authorization of appropriations. 
107 to 112a. Omitted or Repealed. 
113. Delivery of fuel for use during ensuing fiscal 

year. 
114 to 120. Repealed or Omitted. 
121. Regulation of height, design, and construc-

tion of private and semipublic buildings ad-

jacent to public buildings and grounds; 

building permits. 
122. Jurisdiction over public lands; transfer by 

Federal and District authorities. 

123. Effect of section 122 on existing laws. 

124. Theodore Roosevelt Island; administration; 

development. 

125. Means of access; care, maintenance, and im-

provements; appropriation; Theodore Roo-

sevelt Island. 

126. Erection of monument or memorial and relat-

ed structures; authorization of appropria-

tions; Theodore Roosevelt Island. 

127. Designation in documents, etc.; Theodore 

Roosevelt Island. 

128. Approval by Administrator of General Serv-

ices of sketches, plans, and estimates of 

buildings; exemptions. 

129. Lease of building space by wholly owned Gov-

ernment corporations; rental. 

129a. Courthouse construction authorized; cost; re-

payment to United States. 

130. Courthouse for United States Court of Ap-

peals and United States District Court for 

the District of Columbia; maintenance and 

operation; allocation of space. 

130a. Authorization of appropriations. 

131. Development of Washington metropolitan re-

gion; necessity for coordination. 

132. Declaration of policy; coordinated develop-

ment and management. 

133. Priority projects; water supply, sewage dis-

posal, water pollution, and transportation. 

134. Study of final report of Joint Committee on 

Washington Metropolitan Problems; recom-

mendations. 

135. ‘‘Washington metropolitan region’’ defined. 

136. National Capital Service Area. 

(a) Establishment. 

(b) National Capital Service Director. 

(c) Personnel; compensation. 

(d) Omitted. 

(e) Presidential report to Congress. 

(f) Boundaries. 

(g) Presidential survey; map and descrip-

tion. 

(h) Creation of National Capital Service 

Area not to affect existing provi-

sions covering buildings and 

grounds within Area; availability of 

services and facilities. 

(i) Continued application of laws, rules, 

and regulations covering areas 

within National Capital Service 

Area. 

(j) Residency within National Capital 

Service Area. 

137. Protection of Federal Government buildings 

in District of Columbia. 

138. Repealed. 

CROSS REFERENCES 

Reorganization of Executive Agencies, see Executive 

Order No. 6166, §§ 1, 2, promulgated June 10, 1933, set out 

as a note under section 901 of Title 5, Government Or-

ganization and Employees. 

Right of action for death or personal injury within 

national park or other place under exclusive jurisdic-

tion of United States or governed by State laws, see 

section 457 of Title 16, Conservation. 

§ 1. Repealed. Pub. L. 89–554, § 8(a), Sept. 6, 1966, 
80 Stat. 644 

Section, act Mar. 1, 1919, ch. 86, § 10, 40 Stat. 1269, re-

lated to control and allotment of space in public build-

ings in District of Columbia. 

§ 1a. Repealed. June 30, 1949, ch. 288, title I, 
§ 103(b), 63 Stat. 380 

Section, act July 9, 1943, ch. 210, 57 Stat. 390, related 

to compensation of former Commissioner of Public 

Buildings. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL 

Repeal effective July 1, 1949, pursuant to section 505 

of act June 30, 1949. 

§§ 2 to 5. Omitted 

CODIFICATION 

Section 2, act Feb. 26, 1925, ch. 339, § 1, 43 Stat. 983, 

which established the Office of Public Buildings and 

Public Parks of the National Capital, was omitted in 

view of abolition of this office and transfer of its func-

tions to the National Park Service by Ex. Ord. No. 6166, 

§ 2, June 10, 1933, set out under section 901 of Title 5, 

Government Organization and Employees. 

Section 3, acts Feb. 26, 1925, ch. 339, § 2, 43 Stat. 983; 

July 3, 1930, ch. 846, 46 Stat. 907; Ex. Ord. No. 6166, § 2, 

eff. June 10, 1933; Mar. 2, 1934, ch. 38, 48 Stat. 389, which 

abolished the commission in charge of Department of 

State Building and transferred duties of commission 

and superintendent thereof to Director of National 

Park Service, was omitted in view of transfer of func-

tions of National Park Service to Public Buildings Ad-

ministration in Federal Works Agency by Reorg. Plan 

No. I of 1939, §§ 301, 303, eff. July 1, 1939, 4 F.R. 2729, 53 

Stat. 1426, 1427, set out in the Appendix to Title 5, Gov-

ernment Organization and Employees, and the subse-

quent abolition of Federal Works Agency and transfer 

of its functions to Administrator of General Services 

Administration by act June 30, 1949, ch. 288, title I, 

§ 103, 63 Stat. 380, which enacted section 753 of this title. 

Section 4, acts Feb. 26, 1925, ch. 339, § 3, 43 Stat. 983; 

Ex. Ord. No. 6166, § 2, eff. June 10, 1933; Mar. 2, 1934, ch. 

38, § 1, 48 Stat. 389, abolished the Office of Public Build-

ings and Grounds and transferred its functions and du-

ties to Director of the National Park System. See note 

set out under section 3 of this title. 

Section 5, act Feb. 26, 1925, ch. 339, § 4, 43 Stat. 983, 

provided officers and employees for Office of Public 

Buildings and Public Parks of the National Capital. See 

note for section 2 of this title. 

§ 5a. Repealed. Oct. 31, 1951, ch. 654, § 1(73), 65 
Stat. 704 

Section, act July 19, 1932, ch. 510, 47 Stat. 705, related 

to employment of landscape architects, architects, en-

gineers, artists, etc., in connection with public build-

ings in the National Capital. See section 758 of this 

title. 

§ 6. Omitted 

CODIFICATION 

Section, act Feb. 26, 1925, ch. 339, § 6, 43 Stat. 984, re-

lated to the Office of Public Buildings and Public Parks 

of the National Capital, which was abolished by Ex. 

Ord. No. 6166, § 2, eff. June 10, 1933, set out as a note 

under section 901 of Title 5, Government Organization 

and Employees. 

§ 7. Repealed. Oct. 31, 1951, ch. 654, § 1(74), 65 
Stat. 704 

Section, act July 8, 1918, ch. 139, 40 Stat. 831, related 

to distribution of building employees among various 


